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Among
Friends of
Adrian District
Library
A Time for Celebration and Change
From the President, Susan Nichols
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During the Friends of Adrian District Library's Annual Meeting on
November 11, we voted on new officers, began to establish our new Board
of Directors, and looked forward to a great holiday season and a
productive 2018, when our new officers begin their duties.

Special Interest Articles

Look inside our pages for an introduction to our new officers, what is
coming up at ADL for the Holiday Season, gift ideas, and a preview of our
celebrations for Adrian District Library's 150th anniversary celebration
plans throughout 2018. It is going to be a fun and memorable year!
We also need to celebrate the progress we have made within the Friends.
Now that we have established ourselves as an independent non-profit, we
can more easily make decisions to raise and distribute funds, and plan to
eventually establish a foundation on behalf of the library. This is all
attributed to our members, who have actively and financially supported
the Friends toward this goal, and worked to involved more people as
volunteers and library supporters. In this season of gratitude, I am
especially thankful for all of the Friends and the friends of the Friends who
are dedicated library fans. Thank you all for allowing me to serve along side
of you for the past 4 years. I wish you a loving and happy holiday season.
of the
Friends of
ADL
Mission ofMission
Friends
of Adrian
District
Library
It is the purpose of this organization to work in cooperation with the Library
Director and the Library’s governing board to build a permanent Foundation
for the library; build a greater realization of the importance of the library to
the community; build a greater awareness of the library services and
resources; and support and raise funds for library projects and services.
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Are You a Gingerbread House Designer?
The library will once again be hosting
its annual Gingerbread House Contest
held in conjunction with downtown
Adrian's First Friday events.
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Everyone is invited to participate:
adults, kids, families, organizations,
clubs, businesses, etc. There is no
entry fee. Ribbons for the first three
places in each of the four different
categories will be awarded. Each
entry will receive a special "Creativity
Award".

Lalas

Gingerbread Houses can be brought
to the library on November 29 and
30. A Peoples' Choice Award will be
chosen on Dec. 1 and Dec. 2.
Proceeds go to the Friends of the
Adrian District Library.
Houses can be made of gingerbread
or graham crackers. All decorations,
with the exception of the base,
should be edible. A house may be
disqualified from judging if inedible
decorations are used. All rules are
available at: https://miadrianlibrary.civicplus.com/Docume
ntCenter/View/437

Read the History of Gingerbread(and get a recipe) at
http://www.pbs.org/food/the-history-kitchen/history-gingerbread/gingerbread/
Friends of Adrian District
Library
Email:
adrianlibraryfriends@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Friendsof-the-Adrian-District-Library390775284272964/?fref=ts
Library Address:
143 E. Maumee St., Adrian, MI 49221
Telephone (517) 265-2265

Want to "Friend" Your
Library?
It's easy! Stop by our downtown
Adrian District Library and fill out

December’s First Friday, "Holiday Magic" from 5-8pm in downtown Adrian.
Have dinner at one of our great downtown restaurants. Stop at the
downtown Adrian District Library and cast your vote for your favorite
Gingerbread House. Watch the “Holiday Lights Parade” at 7:00pm which
will end right at Comstock Park for the lighting of the Comstock Christmas
Riverwalk at 7:30pm!

an application, which can be left
with any staff member.
Applications are also available on
the Friends library shelf located
close to the front entrance. Our
Friends gently used books are for
sale there and you can pick up a
copy of our newsletter as well as
that application for the Friends.
An application is also in this
newsletter. Join us and "Friend"
your library today!

Comstock Park is located near downtown Adrian at 263 W. Maumee St.
A Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place during December’s Adrian First
Friday on December 1 at 7:30pm to turn on all of the trees at once. The
decorated trees will be on display in Comstock Park from December 1 December 31 for the community to visit throughout the holiday season.
Downtown merchants will have specials on food & beverages, shopping
discounts, and numerous locations will host music and art.
Come downtown Friday December 1 for some Holiday Magic!

:
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Friends Elect New Officers
At our Annual meeting on November 11, the Friends of ADL voted for
new officers for the next two years. Officers begin January 1, 2018.
Thank you to members Julie Schulz and Louise Kleinsmith who aided in
the nomination process.
Martin (Marty) Nichols, pictured top, is the newly elected President of the
Friends. Marty is a life-long resident of Adrian who grew up using the
library. An avid reader and volunteer in the community, Marty want to
preserve the valuable library resources for our community's residents.
Our Vice-President, Julie Schulz, (top, right) is no stranger to serving the
Friends as she is the current Secretary. Julie, a retired teacher and longtime resident of Adrian said, "Libraries have always been a favorite place
to be for me. From the small one of my childhood which had been
remodeled from a church to the Library of Congress, it is a privilege to
visit and use libraries. I want to do my part to keep Adrian District Library
strong. It is a vital community resource."
Former board member of ADL and new member of the Friends, Su Clift,
will be the new Secretary. Su says, " I grew up in libraries and insisted my
mom take me frequently. My first job was in the Lansing Public Library as
a college student. They are special to me because they fulfill a need and
have a wonderful attitude about free speech, fairness, and availability for
all. And, of course, I love books!"
Also new to the Friends, Tom Boldt, has a long history of work and service
in the Adrian Community. A graduate of Adrian High and Adrian College,
Tom and his wife, Jane Castle, have lived in Adrian since 1979. He has
been a CPA for 42 years and says, " I believe that the library is an
important asset to our community and would like to be of assistance in
assuring that the it continues to be so."
This strong group of officers will lead us into a future that will continue to
strengthen our Adrian District Library. Thank you all for your service!

Looking for Gift Ideas for Christmas?
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Kirkus, the respected book review site, has released its Gift Book Guide for
the 2017 holiday season. Featured here are just a few of their
recommendations.
Holiday Cookies: Show stopping Recipes to Sweeten the Season by Elisabet
der Nerderlanden has 50 recipes , from classics to international delights. It
also has 75 photographs that are instructive and beautiful. From publisher
Ten Speed; $20.00.
The New Wine Rules: A Genuinely Helpful Guide to Everything You Need
to Know by Jon Bonné . Kirkus reviewers said it is a "myth-busting
guidebook is perfect for those of us who are a little intimidated by the
officiousness of the wine world." The author, a wine critic and editor,
appears to relish setting the record straight with a set of 89 brief rules and
some advice. This sounds like a wonderful resource for wine experts as well
as those who are new to the pleasures of the grape. From publisher Ten
Speed; $14.99.
This Land: An American Portrait by Jack Spencer is the photographic
product of 13 years and 80,000 miles of travel across the United States. This
master photographer captured areas of the country with a beauty that is
rarely as beautifully captured. Kirkus calls it " An inspiring book for
reconnecting with our lost American landscapes." From publisher
University of Texas Press; $45.00.
Women Artists in Paris: 1850-1900 by Laurence Madeline chronicles the
work of women artists in a incredibly productive and creative art era in
Paris. Unfortunately, women artists were scorned by art writers and critics
who believed women lacked the "energy of inventiveness" to succeed as
painters. The author chronicles the neglected women artists and their art
done in that era to display and celebrate their great work. From publisher
Yale University Press; $65.00.
Read more about these recommended books and others at
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/features/2017-kirkus-gift-book-guide/
And check out their other lists, Best Fiction of 2017 and Best Picture Books
of 2017 for your gift-giving ideas. Examples are below.

The Essex Serpent White Tears A Different Pond Where's Rodney

What's Going on at the Library?
Gingerbread House Contest
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Gingerbread Houses can be brought to the library on November 29 and 30. A Peoples' Choice Award will be
chosen on Dec. 1 and Dec. 2. Proceeds go to the Friends of the Adrian District Library. Friends can volunteer to
help with voting tickets and book sales on December 1 and 2. Email us at adrianlibraryfriends@gmail.com to
volunteer!

Storytime

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 am
30-40 minutes of stories, books, finger plays, puppets, songs, movement, flannel boards and other activities that support Early Literacy
and are fun! Best suited for ages 2-5 with a favorite grown-up. No need to register. At ADL's Community Room downstairs.

November 29, December 6 and 13.

December 1, 5-8 pm Gingerbread Contest! Parade! Lights at Comstock Park!

First Friday Holiday Magic!ovem, 2017 First Fridays

Christmas Family Storytime
December 19, 2017, 6:30 PM - 7:15 PM @ Community Room. Join us for a Family Christmas
Storytime and holiday craft!
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Teen Zone Pop-Up: Holiday Plate Painting
December 19, 2017, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM @ Teen Zone
Stop by the Teen Zone to paint a festive holiday plate. Plates and paint will be provided for free.
No registration required.

Library Closed These Days for Holidays
Closed Saturday December 23 through Monday, December 25, reopening Tuesday, December 26.
Closed December 30th through January 1, re-opening Tuesday, January
2. Happy Holidays!
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One Hundred Fifty Years Serving Adrian!
The Adrian District Library has gone through many changes, but has constantly served the citizens of Adrian for 150
years. This anniversary will be celebrated throughout 2018 with special events, drawings, and opportunity for
library-users to share memories. The kickoff for this year of celebration is Saturday, January 13, 2018 from 1-3 pm
at the library. There will be music, food, and a giveaway for those who attend. Stay tuned for all the celebration in
2018.

Friends Book Corner

Julie Schulz recommends The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Series by author Alexander McCall Smith. She described the books as
having strong characters and beautiful writing.

Su Clift said these short stories by Tom Hanks "will grab your heart and your humor." All the stories feature a
typewriter somewhere in them. She remarks that they are "fun!"

Get to Know Your Library of Congress
The library of Congress has a wealth of information and resources, available to everyone. You can watch videos of
influential authors who spoke at the National Book Festival. You can explore the Digital Collections like Abraham
Lincoln's papers; African-American Band Music and Recording, 1883-1923; photographer Ansel Adams's
Page | 8 Photographs of Japanese-American Internment at Manzanar and much more. Check these and many other
resources out at https://www.loc.gov/

Books that Shaped America
"Books that Shaped America" was an exhibition open at the Library of Congress in 2012. The exhibition is closed,
but the list of these most important books is still available.
Here are a few books listed in this exhibition. Check this out the full list at https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-12-123/
Pick one up at ADL and discover , or remember, what shaped our nation.
Thomas Paine, “Common Sense” (1776)
Through simple rational arguments, Thomas Paine focused blame for Colonial America’s troubles on the British
king and pointed out the advantages of independence.
Washington Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (1820)
Irving’s vivid imagery involving the wild supernatural pursuit by the Headless Horseman has sustained interest in
this popular folktale through many printed editions, as well as film, stage and musical adaptations.
Frederick Douglass, “The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” (1845)
Frederick Douglass’s first autobiography is one of the best-written and most widely read slave narratives. It was
boldly published less than seven years after Douglass had escaped and before his freedom was purchased. More
than just a personal story of courage, Douglass’s account became a strong testament for the need to abolish
slavery.
Henry David Thoreau, “Walden;” or, “Life in the Woods” (1854)
While living in solitude in a cabin on Walden Pond in Concord, Mass., Henry David Thoreau wrote his most famous
work, “Walden,” a paean to the idea that it is foolish to spend a lifetime seeking material wealth. Thoreau’s love of
nature and his advocacy of a simple life have had a large influence on modern conservation and environmentalist
movements.
Louisa May Alcott, “Little Women,” or, “Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy” (1868)
This first edition of Louisa May Alcott’s “Little Women” was published in 1868 when Louisa was 35 years old.
Although “Little Women” is set in a very particular place and time in American history, the characters and their
relationships have touched generations of readers and still are beloved.
Stephen Crane, “The Red Badge of Courage” (1895)
One of the most influential works in American literature, Stephen Crane’s “The Red Badge of Courage” has been
called the greatest novel about the American Civil War. The tale of a young recruit in the Civil War who learns the
cruelty of war made Crane an international success. The work is notable for its vivid depiction of the internal
conflict of its main character – most war novels until that time focused more on the battles than on their
characters.
Go to the link above to see more contemporary books that have shaped our nation.

A Special Note of Thanks to the Friends from Shirley Ehnis
The Friends and members of the Board of ADL took up a collection for a retirement gift for Shirley. Together the
board and the Friends purchased a print of a Lad Strayer photograph of the library, and had enough left to
purchase a very nice gift card for her as well. The gifts were presented at her Retirement Open House September,
28, 2017. Below is the text of the lovely thank you note that Shirley sent to the Friends of ADL.
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Friends of the Adrian District Library:
Thank you so much for the gift card and the Lad Strayer painting of the front of the building and our neighbors to
the west. The winter scene is my favorite. It is beautiful and I love that it looks like a painting.
The open house was wonderful! It was a very special day. Nice to have so many library supporters stop in to wish
me well. Julie did an excellent job as MC. So sorry you couldn't be there, Susan.
I have enjoyed all my years at the Adrian Library. I know I will miss patrons, staff and everyone I came in contact
with through the Library. I have been blessed to have such a rewarding and enjoyable career.
Now it's time for new challenges and opportunities. I am looking forward to spending more time with my parents
and grandson. What could be more rewarding that that!
I hope I can be helpful to the Friends group as you move forward with the new organization. I do want to make
sure I give Jen her space as the new library director.
I am more than happy to work behind the scenes right now and do whatever I can to support and advocate for the
LIbrary.
Thank you my friends/Friends.
Thank you for doing all that you do for the Adrian District Library.
Fondly,
Shirley

From left, ADL Board President Ashley Gonzalez, Board member Marcia Lengnick, Shirley, and Friends' Vice
President-elect Julie Schulz, at the open house.

What is Net Neutrality?
Net neutrality is a term for the open and unfettered use of the internet. It is based on FCC rulings in 2015 that
many consumers favored. Ending net neutrality, many argue, will allow telecom providers such as Verizon,
Comcast and AT&T to alter the speed of some sites, restrict or block access to content, and charge consumers for
different types of access. Proponents argue that ending net neutrality will allow more innovation by companies.
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The FCC Commission will vote on the order proposed by FCC Chairman Ajit Pai that ends net neutrality at the
December open Commission meeting on Thursday, December 14, 2017, from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm EST. The
meeting will be webcast live on the FCC’s website, https://www.fcc.gov/

The American Library Association Supports Net Neutrality
The American Library Association supports net neutrality and American Library Association President Jim Neal
released the following statement regarding the proposed order on net neutrality released by FCC Chairman Ajit
Pai.
“Preserving net neutrality is essential for equitable access to online information and services and thus a vital concern
for our nation’s libraries. Now that the internet has become the primary mechanism for delivering information,
services and applications to the general public, it is especially important that commercial Internet Service Providers
are not able to control or manipulate the content of these communications. Libraries, our patrons and America’s
communities will be at risk if the FCC repeals all protections contained in its 2015 Open Internet Order with no
plans to replace with any enforceable rules. We strenuously disagree with the FCC’s actions and will continue to
advocate for essential net neutrality protections.”

A Book from Childhood
by Julie Schulz
Readers can usually recall books from childhood which elicit strong, fond memories. Often it is a current event
which triggers those memories. My husband and I were treated to an amazing demonstration of the herding
abilities that sheepdog have on a trip last September. This demonstration reminded me of a favorite title from my
early reading ,"A Dog for Davie's Hill." I hoped that it was still in the small collection I keep from that time, but
when I searched, it wasn't there. I was somewhat disappointed, but accepted that the book was gone. In early
November while looking through the boxes of books donated for Friends' book sales, lo' and behold ,there it was
at the top of a box, the Weekly Reader Book Club, 1957 selection, "A Dog for Davie's Hill." What good fortune is
that? I look forward to re-reading it very soon.
Moral: There are delightful surprises when one works on the Friends' Book Sale. Some of them are priceless.
Some are just $1 if hardcover.

Contributions now being accepted for the Friends Book Sale: week of April 23, 2018.

Did You Know?
You can buy a book and support the Friends of ADL, any day you are visiting the library. Check out our ongoing
book sale on the Friends bookshelf located near the front door of the library. Find an unexpected treasure and
support the Friends while you are treating yourself to a book!

Not a Member of the Friends Yet? Join Us!
Friends of Adrian District Library Membership Form
Please choose an annual membership level and/or donation:
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Basic
Basic Plus
Silver
Gold
Platinum
Diamond

Individual
15
Individual
25
Individual
100
Individual
200
Individual
400
Individual
1000

Family
25
Family
50
Family
250
Family
500
Family
1000
Family
2500

Advisory Youth and College Memberships: Free
Please make check payable to: Friends of Adrian District Library
Please make sure you complete the information below so we can send you
information, newsletters and opportunities to participate in library activities.
Thank you!
Contact Information:
Name: ____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Primary Phone: ______________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________

Mail or deliver to:

Adrian District Library
Attention Friends of ADL
143 E Maumee St, Adrian, MI 49221

Renewing your membership or joining today makes you a member all through 2018!

Members of Friends of Adrian District Library
Thank you for your service!
Individual Basic
Kathryn Allingham
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Pam Burg
Leslie Carpenter
Rhonda Gage
Nicole Gestwite
Rita Holmes
Mary Miller
Rosemary Nichols
Robin Pawson
Family Basic
Donald and Louise Kleinsmith
Dr. Guenther and Marcia Lengnick
Individual Basic Plus
Marcia Al-Omari
Mary Lou Balasz
Cathy Chesher
Lois Curtis
Rhea Mills
Family Basic Plus
William & Shirley Ehnis
Don & Louise Kleinsmith
Martin and Annette Nichols
Dr. Sherman & Julie Shultz
Don & Sharon Taylor
Individual Silver
Cindy Bily
Paul & Diane Meyers
Gail Thelen
Family Silver
Susan Nichols and Charles Vanderwell
Family Gold
Richard & Jan Parson

Special thanks to our Honorary Friend: Dane Nelson
Special thanks to our Donor: Bob Behnke

Join us for our next meetings:
Join us for our quarterly meetings!
Meetings are generally held in the Community Room downstairs at ADL at 10 am on Saturday mornings.
Nest meeting will be in February, 2017. Date to be determined.

